118         THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND HIS TIME

shown in the letters he wrote to Platt from time to time.
One under date of February 10, 1899, when the question of
appointing a new Surrogate for New York City was under
consideration, runs as follows:

"Let me again say, my dear Senator, what I know you
are aware of, that in this business about the Surrogate, I
have not the slightest purpose beyond getting a thoroughly
good man who will do the work well, who is a Eepublican,
but who is also a man thoroughly satisfactory to the bar
and to the people."

Precisely such a man was ultimately appointed.

Similar ideas of public service are expressed in a letter
which he wrote on January 26,1899, to William M. Collier,
whom he had appointed a member of the State Civil Service
Commission:

"I am sure you will justify my choice. I believe you to
be a thoroughly excellent man. We must keep the manage-
ment of the law up to the highest point; I want to make civil
service reform a big feature of my administration."

Early in his administration a very persistent and for-
midable effort was made to induce him to pardon a woman
convicted and sentenced to death for the murder of a mem-
ber of her own sex. Some of his most devoted friends
joined in this effort, among them Jacob A. Eiis, to whom he
wrote as follows on February 8, 1899:

"This is a woman convicted of a very cruel murder of
another woman. I have exactly the same feeling that you
have about womanhood and about the burdens which nature
has placed upon woman and the duty of man to make them
as light as possible. For instance, where a poor seduced
girl Mils her child to hide her shame, I would infinitely
rather punish the man who seduced her than the poor
creature who actually committed the murder. But there
are some fiends among women, and I hardly think, old man,
that we help womanhood by helping these exceptions."